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I CCORDING, to your 
Deſire, . I. he * 
vou my Tbougl 


Gibraltar, . wish 005 
Reaſons as ocgur to 
5 | F Leia our never 
ing wit it; as alſo ſome Propoſ: 
For DRE the Expence which 95 
Crown is at in maintaining that; va- 
0 able Acquiſition : And I chufe to 
do it in this publick Manner, as be- 
ing convinced that the „ 
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. ſelves againſt the enſuing Seaſon for 


Action; for were ipformed that the 
Great Maſter of their Ordnance "as 
clever 
Lars BY erb OE Heck Majeſty's 
Orders, and to ſy Werd che & 
and the Arſenal, Which has not been 


Years qua d 
0 8 a id ar 
into Andaſyft the Nej cighbourhood 
of frm ous oye to take a ſt of ſuch 
Ho 
without Prejudice to their Husbandry, 
to remount the Cavalry indcaſe of 
need. Th Fon of 1 | 
Sea Setvf 881 
ſettled; And 45 W 
mY and Se 
obK8'as:if es 4 
rind" Was Their dan Sroßckt, dat 
tliat they 1 10 much 3 
cave” the - obt: 05 of 6 Malta 
4nd P Mibor' im us. But 


ky 


following, Lettet“ ths: more 
Af 1 os e $74 

I Ame 4 e103] Ci! 2 95 5 
7 onenoqml dal: 1603 beanie ant © 


= Ma- 


tl niadoid, Ota. 18. % Oalohel Stan- 
' +: hope, Enuoy Excracrdiddrofrom;the 
King of >Great.cBritaing1 appeats but 
«ſeldom at Ooùrt: Tist nid; that 
oy the Diſtance he keeps? Saving, to 
« ſome Diſcovery ':henhas made of 
0 ſome Deſigns I the rds mw 
© on n . _ Payr 1 
1 29 Vail 
The Rü po $a Capt. dee 
5 been bebheaded at Granhda, co- 
ming ſo. cloſe aſter this Letter, in- 
duced ſome to think, hat he may 
have ſuffered on : Accoutit of having 
= Diſcoveries in relation'”to the 
Deſigns of rhe :Spdnjardsoon Gibraltar 
or Port Mahon. © There: is1-cerrainly 
Reaſon for this Conjecture, ſnce Mo. 
Cammockg\awho«was 'formetly: Captaik 
bf one of dur Men of War, has mer 
wirh / ſuch Prefetment in irie Sed Sor. 
vice of Spain, und ſias been ther iſi 
{a conſided /in there chat he rl 
not but be let inta Scoretæ 5 | 
tance: Add ro all this, the Readineſs 
thoſe of $13 Party ' [pwdounaks their 
Peace, and Hlioooby> 
uf returni boos theivinkvide L 
nnd we! ymmanolude;:if, lie 
has:Joſbhbis — Ms/ bern oh ſhale 
ſuch an Account. Whe⸗ 


Whether the foregoing Letter, or the 
Report of Mr. Cammock s being put to 
Death, be true or no, in every Part, 
is not very material to my Purpoſe, 
ſince I believe there are few Exgliſp- 
men, who do not think, that the Spa- 
 #iards have had Deſigus both on Gzi- 
braltar'' and Port Mahox ever ſince 
they have been in our Hands, and 
that they have even run their utmoſt 
Stretch both in War and Politicks to 
diſpoſſeſs Us of thoſe Places, which 
Great Britain cannot give up without 
irreparable Damage: We ought there - 
fore ever to be on our Guard againſt 
them, and to act in this Reſpect, as 
if we were really let into their deep- 
eſt Deſigns. Did not a Spirit of 
blind Deluſion reign over ſome of our 
Country Men, certainly they would 
not be wanting to eſtimate the Value 
of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, from the 
Concern which Spain ſhews at her ha- 
ving parted with them. 

Slot 1 2017. el nenen 
:i>Gibraltar being, in my Opinion, of 
ce to Us than Port 


« 9 J 3 
with All who will ſcriouſly conſider 
what I offer. Some I am well aſſured 
there are who will give no Attention 
to any Thing that may be advanced 
by an Advocate for Gibraltar; but theſe 
appear to me to be in Spaniſh. Pay, 
or otherwiſe ſurely they would not 
talk of its being a dead Weight on 
the Publick, when it is ſo well Known 
to many, that the Security and Happi- 
neſs of Great Britain much 3 
on it; and chat it is not in che moſt 
fruicfal Imagination to figure out a 
Place more happily ſeated, or better 
defended. both. by Art and Nature a- 
gainſt an Enemy, than Gibraltar is. 

Tis a Key to the Mediterruncean, and 
entitles us to the Sovereignty. of that 
Sea; for by ſtationing a Squadron 
of Men of War there, we have it 
in our Power to ſuffer few, or no 
Fare to paſs without our Permiſ- 
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I ſhall firſt conſider the Import- 
ance of Gibraltar in reſpect to Bar- 
bary: When 1 ſpeak. of Barbary, 1 
would not be underſtood to mean 
the Moors in general, but only the. 
Subjects of the 12 of Fez: and 


Mo- 
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- Mordeed, fitice ir does not appear, 

that the States of Axier; Lit, and 
Tripoli are ſo ready to violate their 
Treaties with us as the Rovers of 
Sally, Ge. are, notwithſtanding their 
Ships, both for Numbet and Force, 
are much ſuperior ro the others. 
Were it to my Purpoſe, I could al- 
ſign Reaſons why we have been fb 

_ -often inſalred by that People, and 
could point out what Would effectti- 
ally oblige them to treat Us with 
more Regard than they have heretö- 
fore done: But this being foteigu to 
my Subject, I haſten co that. 


= bu: too well known how 
capable the "Moors are of annoyit 
'our Mediterranean Trade, as Well 
from the aptneſs of their Situation, 
as too frequent a Diſregard to their 
Treaties with Us. Tis alſo too well 
Known, that We ſcarce ever had a 


=_ Rupture with that People, ayherein 
| they have not plundered Us of Four- 
= ſcore, or a Hundred Thouſand 


Pounds before our Differences: have 


Þ been compoſed; and notwith- 
| ſtanding they have broke the Peace, 
| without fo much as aſſigning any 


| dn for ic, yet ſo far have We 
been from obtaining any Reſtitution, 
iar, after keeping ER Squadron ro 
ctuize on them many Months at a 
great Expence to the Crown, We 
| = been obliged to add valuabl 
Preſents to their rich Plunder, belt 
We could bring them to accommodate 


Theſe Things conſidered (and that 
if We were to take every Ship they 
have, it would be but a Trifle to our 
Loſſes) fully evidence the abſolute 
Neceſſity there is of having a conve- 
nient Port in their. Neighbourhood, 
as, well for the Security of our Com- 

merce againſt them, as the equipping 
of ſuch a Squadron as may be thought 
anegeſſary to protect it, and diſtreſs a 
Peaple who will, not believe, till they 
, are convinced by more powerful Ar- 
guments than Words, that ir is their 
Latereſt conſtantly to maintain a faſt 
Fxiendſhip with Us. ., Of ſuch a Port- 
we Axe, God be thanked, . poſſeſſed, 
ſince Gibraltar anſuers our utmoſt 
only lies near the Ports of the Em- 
peror of Morocco, but has Conveni- 
: B 2 encies 


- encies for cleaning ſuch a Squadron as 
would be ſufficient to humble the 
 Meors, ſhould they ever treat us again 
. in the ſame manner they have for- 
| merly done: Beſides, the Ships, as ſoon 

| as clean, may be- on Seryice without 
_- "the Loſs of any Tine. 
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I ſpeak on my own Knowledge, when 
I ſay, that Men of War of the 5th 
-ahd"'6th Rate have cleaned, and re- 
fitted in the New Mole at Gibraltar + 
And J cannot help being of Opinion, 
1 that it would be no great Charge to 
* render it fit for thoſe of higher Rank 
to do the ſame there, more eſpecially 
ſhould the like Meaſures be taken as 
were in making the fine Wharf ac 
Port Mahqgn, where ſeveral of our beſt 
Ships may careen at one and the ſame 
time. In a word, Gibraltar is of the 
utmoſt Conſequence to us in a War 
with the Moors, for it enables us in- 
tirely to ſtop the Barbary Trade, 
- which T hope to ſee effectually done 
ſhould there ever be another Occaſion 
for it; ſince that is the only PI 
hip. 
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to make them value our Friendſhip, 
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Squadron in, which may be appointed, 
in Caſe of a War with the Moors, to 
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I am not inſenſible that ſome, who 


have never breathed in any Air but 
that of Esgland, and who join the 
Cry againſt Gibraltar, will tell me that 


Lisbon is a proper Place to clean the 


cruize againſt the Rovers of Sally. 


Tis granted, that Lisbon is a Port 
- capable of receiving, and refitting Ships 
of any Rate; however, as it is much far- 
ther diſtant from the Ports of the Empe- 
ror of Morocco, it ought not to be men- 
tioned, in this Reſpect, when Gibraltar 
is named, ſince much Time might be 
ſpent in a Ship's Paſſage thither, much 
in her cleaning, and ſo much in her 
Return to her Station, that it is not 
- improbable ro ſuppoſe, the Ship ſhe 
was to relieve might by ſome Accident 
be forced? from the Port where the 
was cruizing before the other's Arri- 
val, and thereby give an Opportunity 
to a Sally Rover to get out, and ſnap 
up ſome of our Trade in ſo hungry a 
IA ime as an intire Prohibition of their 
Commerce would infallibly bring on 
them. 124 93N „ 00 Num ©5977 enn 
— = 
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Mere we at War with che Moors, and 
diſpoſſeſs d of Gibraltar, I readily allow 
that Lisbon would be the propereſt 
lace to clean the Sally Squadron. As 
we at preſent ſtand with the Court of 

Portugal, there is no doubt of our 

obtaining a Liberty of ſo doing; but 

ſince in Cafes of chis Nature it is as 
reaſonable we ſhould look on the left, 
as well as the right ſide, let us there - 
fore, for once, ſuppoſe Gibraltar given 
up, that we have a War with Spain, 
and do not ſtand ſo well with the Par- 
as to have leave to clean one 

Ship at Lisbon. This certainly is no 

impoſſible Suppoſition, conſidering the 
Alliance and Intermarriages between 

' Spain and Portugal: Both Courts ſeem 

now well agreed; and ſhould their 

- Friendſhip, continue till a Difference 

might happen between Great Britais 

and Spain, I cannot perceive; but that 
the Portugeſe would ceaſe to regard 

us as they have hitherto done: Nay, 
tis not improbable, in this Caſe, but 

they might deny us the Liberty of 

; entering the Laut with our Ships. 

What then muſt be done in a War 

with the Moors > Whither would 

Anti- Gibraltariaus ſend the Sally Squa- 

| .dron 
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dron then? In this Caſe, had they 
any good Wiſhes for their Country, 
they would wiſh roo late for 63 
altar, and have convincing Proof of 
the Advantages we reap from it, with 
reſpect to the Moors in particular, and 
to the Trade and Secutity of Grege 
"Britain in generall. 


Tis not improbable, that thoſe on 
this Side the Queſtion may talk of 
Porr Mahdn as a proper Place to clean 
the Sally Squadron in; but the Gen- 
tlemen of the Navy (who muſt be 
Allowed in this Caſe to be the beſt 
Judges) will tel them, that Port 
Mahon is not fo proper for it as L- 
Bon, ſince that Place is not only at a 

conſiderable Diſtance from any of the 
-Mooriſh Ports, but the Ships which 
'clean there muſt paſs the Streigbt: 
Mouth before they can enter on Ser- 
vice againſt the Sally Rovers; and if 
they meet not with a ſtrong Eaſterly 
Wind to reſiſt the Current, which ſets 
into the Mediterranean at the rate of 
5, or 6 Miles per Hour, they may 
be drove up to Port Mahon again be- 
fore a favourable Opportunity offers 
for their getting on their Station, - ſince 
| we 
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we ate not to ſuppoſe our Ships can 
put into Gibraltar Bay, ſhould the 
Spaniards or French ever become poſ- 
ſeſſed of it, and be at War with us. 
In this Caſe we need not doubt but 
they would improve on our Neglect 
of it, and always have a ſufficient 
Force there, as well to prevent our 
entring that Port, as to annoy our 
EY Mediterranean Trade. 1 


This Conſideration alone convinces 
me of the Importance of Gibraltar; 
for if we were not poſſeſſed of it, and 
could not have the Liberty of that Bay 
for our Trade to ſtop in, for a favour- 
able Occaſion to paſs the Streights, 
What muſt we do? Whither muſt they 
go? Into the Ports of Spain; No, we 
have already ſuppoſed our ſelves at 
War with the Spaniards. Tis likely 
that thoſe who will not be brought to 
ſee the Value of Gibraltar, will ſay, 
that if ſtormy Weather and Weſt- 
erly Winds hold ſo long as to force 
any of our Trade up the Mediterranean 
as high as Port Mabon, that they may 
put in there. Admicting this, have 
they not then near 200 Leagues to 
come back again? And who * 
1 eg What 
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what :Miſthief-maychippen. in ſueh à 
Rimmo Ehe Wind) which brings 9 
from Pbrtuſalun, downwards, would 
carry themothrougli the Srreighes were 
in Biralem Bay, to embrace the 
wy of cit.l What Man can 
fan o that che favaurable Wind they 
may ha ven from Port Mahon ſhall: no 
ſuifrl hen they moſt v ant it, and that 
they halb not be:oregd upwards a 
ſocondi time In .a:yots, choſe Who 
argut this May ſeem no to be of my 
Opiaionp uhich is, That y whoeveriloan 

Fr du ban Hat Sie A, to gee 
Gibraltar: from Mr will & long Jet 
Jorerthey hπẽ, hrt Mahon %; 
que 110 gui ar noed 31g e 
Were we deprivl 1of Cibcaltar, I 
may venture to affirm, that we ſhould 
noh hart the Hoor many: more at Pence 
witlu Us than they are with the other 
States aof hriſtandem: Tis certain, 
that om dur Poſſeſſion of this Place, 
and noùiubeing ſq powerful at Sea, 
they ccegand us ſomething mote than 
theyiudoqj any other People, though 
that regard ois litrlo enough, conſider- 
ing they are not altegether inſenfible, 
that we Areiqualiſied ato put an intire 

iron C Srop 
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Stop to their Commerce. Burat r 
never fully ſhewed our: Power ont this 
Oocaſion, —— ar (ven if 
we ſhould hereafter meet with! the 
ſame Treatment chat we hate fa y 
had from them, TIfay; the dh 
pard us more than they do any: othet 
Chriſtian State on account af Gt» 
k#altar'+ And: the Reaſon is plain; 
for fince it has been in our Hands 
Multitudes of e Jews ihavermpaſbrovet 
from © Barbary” and: 'refided!! there; 
(which- they are not admittegiotoigds 
im any Port of Spain) Wherethey have 
ben ſuſſerd to Trade; whanickhe 
other Subjects of the Emperor; of 
Morocco haye been taking our Ships, 
inc arg dur People. / WW _- 
biyordt «7 Fo ANG CT 93 J Vein 
| d Noöthing l were certain{: than that 
the Indulgence ſhewn to cho in 
chat Place, is what prevents (it ⁊ from 
Thriving, and fruſtrates the Quowrh 
of its Traſek which would o natu- 
rally ſpring from the apineſß of its 
. for they are 2 pahurious 
People, and uſe a different Method 
0 Frading from Others; \and 2 


1 live 2d 4 * fur 
Plovi- 


Cay 


Proviſions,” Gr. it is no- onder 
they become able to ruin the 
Marker by uriderſelling | the * mo- 
derate Dealets. 

ot ei moi 0 ( Ae 

Should the Moor: e hs id 
Peace, and it be thought adviſeable 
immediately to lay a Prohibition on 
che Barbar Conimetet, it is hoped 
it will be done by turning the Bar- 
bary \Fews dut of Gibraltar; who ge- 
netally are Agents for ſome of their 
hiefs at Me qiinez + And as they 
ve rea voce Advantages from 
its Trade, and have ſome Influence 
on the Emperor, it is not unreaſon- 
able to believe they would uſe” all 
theĩt Inteteſt to diſpoſe Him to a 
Peace, and have the Trade open d 
again, without which cher muſt 
ftarv.” mon fe | 
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2 me * appeats no want of 
day othet Argument to induce us 
to diſmiſs che Jews from Gibraltar, 
than che  Advancages Which 
may at to the Nation by 
changing Hands, and thereby de- 
| —_— the whole Trade upon © out 

3 own 
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own People; - Nay, one would: think 


their Removal might very reaſonably 
be inforced by a late Treaty of Peace 


with Spain, in the roth Article of 
which the Expulſion of them is ſo 
preciſely ſtipulated: And as it is not 
to be queſtion'd, that a Superſtitious, 
bigotted People, as the Spaniardt are, 
are very ſenſibly touched by the In- 
fringement of that Article; ſo it is 
highly probable that the Severity and 
ſtrict Hand they have kept over that 
Gatriſon, is in a great Meaſure owing 
to the diſregard we ſhew them in that 
Particular. B 757 
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When I ſpeak of the J7eus as fru- 
ſtrating the Growth of the Traffick 
in Gibraltar, T would bei underſtood 
chiefly to point at thoſe of Europe; 
ſince tis they who moſt hurt us; for 
as they come from Italy, Holland, 
and other Places, they draw thither 
large Quantities of Goods from thoſe 
Countries for the Markets of Spain 
and Barbary; whereas, were they 
removed from thence, the like, or 
larger Confignations would be ſent 
from all Parts. by Exgliſb Subjects 
1 70 to 


. 
te::their: Cor cents there; who 
cettainly have nithe beſt Right to any 
Benefit the Plade can afford: But if 
through any ye Zutere/t,: they ſhould 
he able to defeat our Attempts to re- 
move them, and maintain their 
Ground in ſpight of all Reaſon, and 
the Obligation we. have to Trea- 
ties, they would have no reaſon to 


murmur. if they were forced to pur- 


chaſe a Liberty of remaining there 
by a yearly Tax, as they did for. 
merly in Bigland, and do at this 
Day in maſt, if not all, the Roman 
Cat bolict Countries where they are 
permitted to inhabit. Tis not im- 
probable that à little Severity in this 
Point, would in Time make them 
abandon the Place, and, by degrees, 
effect what cannot be compaſſed all at 
er ee onen of Tine 21 

As for the Jews and Moors from 
Barbary, who are permitted to trade 
in, and reſide at Gibraltar, it appears 
no leis neceſſary, for the Security of 
our Dealings, that they ſhould not, 
in Time of Peace, be ſuffered to re- 
main there continually, but only for 
18 717 > © luch 
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(22) 
ſuch a moderate Term of Time as may 
be judged ſufficient. to conclude and 
perfect their Buſineſs; for as the 
granting them an unlimited Liberty to 
reſide there would ever make them 
negligent and dilatory in adjuſting 
their Accounts; ſo, on the othet 
Hand, if a fixed Time was ſet for theit 
Depatture, and all Hopes taken from 
them of leave to ſtay longer, it 
would make the Merchant continue 
in his Dealings with them, and ſoon 
lay. them under a Neceſſity of bring- 
ing Money or Goods to purchaſe, or 
barter for what they wanted. At pre- 
ſent indeed we are in Peace with this 
People; but ſhould they ever break 
wich us, I hope this Point will not be 
diſregardee. gan 6k 


It muſt be granted, that the Trade 
with Barbary is not to be deſpiſed, 
fince it already takes off a confide- 
rable Quantity of our Woollen Manu- 
factures, and ſeems capable of a great 
Improvement, Which Conſideration 
alone ſhould render Gibraltar vety 
valuable to us, fince by our Poſſeſ- 


ſion of it, we ſecure ro our ſelves 
that 


( 28 ) 


thar Trade; and their Trade to it 


make them more readily 
enter into Friendſhip wich Us than 
any other Nation, ſince it does not 
uppehr that they could ever be in 
Aueed to cultivate a Peace” Erne 


does 


Other. fig ONT * 2 0 9207 
hd. 51% „le +4 UU Lac 
t Hawng « now: confider's che Valut of 


Gibraktar, in reſpect ro Barbary; let 
us view the Advantages which accrue 
to Great Britain by it, in reſpect to 
Spas and France. It is an uncon- 
ttouetted Maxim, That the want f 
Things ' moſt 'clearly hem the Worth of 
em. This is verified in the Spaniards, 
who never truly knew the Value of 
Gibyi#ar till it came into our Hands, 
Fhey*now.-- regard it as One would a 
fine> Eſtate, that either a Father, or 
Grandfarher, has loft out of the Fa- 
mil What is it He would not da 
bring it into the Family again, and 
thereby make amends to his Poſte- 
riry, for what they might otherwiſe 
have:eurſed ſome of their Predeceſ- 
ſots ? So fares it with Spain in reſpect 
to Graltar; for notwithſtanding it 
e Ours by right of War, and 
ſolemn 
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-foleamn Treaty, yet thaves'they evt 
ſinee been f uſing their rutmaſt e Endea- 
vours do regain iti bun; God be praĩ- 
ſed, alli their Attempts: Kave {hitherto 
-ptovell :fruicleſs, and aii is chopede ill 
11 witli itnis 
tke putting a Sword into an Ene 
Hand; Nay, tis actually giving Spain 
"2 Pdwer r Miſttaſa ob s/n gur Gm 
nicree, Nich alli mujſt oun to beta 
Strength of / Great i ritalu. oi au 
G: Polo ni i d wann 18d 07 
The deep Concera the Si 
vas alang ſlewnnatr our Eoſſeſſian 
of GiHultar, and alhaheirh Arts tet. 
guin it; ought; certainly to be num 
ber diamong the Rada ſpns for aur ne- 
ver putting with zit., and more vpe 
ally when ix :15 eduſider dy g th 
holding of it Werarcgenabled rd con 
mand Reſpect not only from bevaty 
Power wich- look into the Medi rarr 
rauean, but even from thoſe fa &ifjaor 
from it, who atawin any Wike)oeon> 
cernd in Trade thats way. Had we 
in che late War conſtantly ſtationed a 
Squadron of Ships; at Gibraltar, we 
ſhould have mage both Span and 
France fully ſenſible ef ohr dauere 


(25) 
by our Poſſeſſion thereof, But alas! 
fo blind were we then to our own Th- 
rereſt, chat we neglected it. This 


our Enemies beheld with Pleaſure; 
for the Spaniards expected We ſhould 


have greatly interrupted” their Trade 
to the Weſt Indies, and © orher Parts; 
and the French were in equal Pain for 
theirs. Since tlien it is fo well known 
that we have not made the Uſes of 
Gibraltar as we ought, it is to be ho- 
ped we ſhall manage more wiſely for 
the future, and not undervalue what 
we. bare ſo much neglected. 


8 We have 2 late Inſtance nher i 

prove the Value of Gzbraltar in reſpet 
to Spain. Tis well known, that in 
the late Rupture with that Crown, 
our Merchants at Cadiz, Malaga, and 
other Parts, were obliged to leave that 
Kingdom in great haſte : Had Ne 
not been poſleſſed of Gibraltar, I 

would fain know whither they muſt 
have gone, and where they would 
have found an Aſylum 2 Gibraltar was 
the only Place they had to retreat 
to; That was their Sanctuary, and 
chere it * that they had; an Oppor- 


unity ; 
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tunity to gather in their Effects, and 
recover ſuch Debts as might other- 
wiſe have been loſt. This ought alſo 
to be conſidered, (more eſpecially ſince 
the ſame may happen again) and thrown 
into the Scale againſt the idle Clamours 
of Thoſe who will have Gibraltar to 
be a Burthen to the Publick. Many 
of this Stamp, under a Profeſſion of 
diſintereſted Zeal for our preſent hap- 
py Eſtabliſhment, are too too often 
taken to be Friends to it; But, for my 
part, I cannot help treating them as 
Romiſh Emiſſaries, or Scouts from an 
Enemy s Camp, ſince otherwiſe they 
would not ſurely go about to make 
that ſo uſeleſs and inſignificant, which 
every true Proteſtant and Engliſh Man 
regards AS ABULWARK OF GREAT 
BRITAIN. | 


Let any Rational and Diſintereſted 
Perſon tell me, whether France and 
Spain would have ſacrificed ſo much 
Blood and Treaſure, in their At-- 
tempts to recover Gibraltar, if they 
had thought it ſo inconſiderable as 
Thoſe would have us believe, who 
make it their Buſineſs in all Com- 
panics to drop frivolous Reaſons for 

our 
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our giving it up ? Did not thoſe -for- 
midable Powers bury 12 or 13000 
Men under its Walls, and afterwards 
find, that, if they continued their At- 
tacks, it would be only to increaſe the 
Number of their Dead? Fully con- 
vinced, that all their Attempts that 
Way would prove fruitleſs, at laſt 
they drew off, and have ever ſince 
been playing their polirical Engines 
to obtain what thoſe of War could 
not effect. | 


We are generally regarded as a 
good-natured People by Foreigners; 
and truly the Spaniards ſeem to think 
Vs ſo, or otherwiſe ſurely they would 
not, with ſo much Gravity, go about 
ro deſire Gibraltar of Us, after we have 
laid out ſo much Money on it. Sixty 
thouſand: Pound per Aunum, I believe, 
is under the Charge which the Go- 
vetnment is at to maintain this im- 
portant Place: If fo, it has already 
coſt us about a Million and a half; 
A vaſt Sum indeed! and greatly too 
much to compliment any neighbouring 
Prince with, even though He was 
never ſo much our Friend. Would 
not that Perſon be thought a Fool, 

| C 2 or 


Fraltar., Spain very nicely weighs: 
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or a Madman, who being . poſſeſſed 
of a fine Eflate, and after laying out 
ſeveral Thouſands on it, ſhould: give 
it to a Neighbour, who, as ſoon as He 
had got it, might prove his Enemy, 
and by chat Gift be enabled utterly ro 

ruin Him: By a Parity of Reaſon 
may we be charged with Folly and 
Madneſs,” if, we ever part With G#- 


the Importance of chis Place to Us, 
and jullly concludes from thence the 
Advantages it would be to them 
could they. repoſſeſs it, particularly in 
the Revenue of Tobacco in that 
Kingdom, the Farmers of which, I 
am told, could never be brought to 
give any thing conſiderable for it 
in the Province of Andaluſia, &c. as 
believing that by our Poſſeſſion of 
Cibraltar we may clandeſtinely ſerve 


the neighbouring Parts with that Com- 
modi a | > - Ba ' 3 


Nothing gives me greater Pleaſure 
than to compare the Condition of 
our Navy With thoſe: of the other 
Maritime Powers... Our Fleet, thro' 
the prudent MSDARFmenky: and extra- 


ordinary 
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ordinary Care of the Gentlemen ar 
the head of Naval Affairs, is in its 
utmoſt Glory, whilſt the Ships of 
our Neighbours are rotting: in their 
Harbours, particularly thoſe of France, 
that once ſeemed to vie with Us for 
the Maſtery of the Sea; which they 
will hardly ever be able to do again 
if we keep Gibraltar; arid ute the ſame 
Vigilance and Care in our Fleet as at 
preſent : I ſay, France will ſcarce ever 
be able to cope with us again at Sea 
if we uſe this Caution; for it is well 
known,that when their Navy was in the 
beſt Condition, they could do nothing 
againſt Us in the Mediterranean, with- 
out joining the Breſt to the Toulon Squa- 
dron. By being poſſeſſed of Gibraltar, and 
keeping a proper Force there in a War 
with France, we have it in our Power 
to prevent thoſe Squadrons joining, 
and, of conſequence, to become as 


much Maſters of the Mediterranean as 
of the Exgliſb Channel. 


Since then the Advantages of Gi- 
braltar are ſo many to Us, let us con- 
ſider what it would be in the Hands 
of France, or Spain, when in — 

Wit 
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with Us. Can any one believe they 
would be wanting to make a pro- 
per Uſe of that which we moſt af. 
ſuredly have unhappily negleRted > 

No certainly, a ſmall Force well ap- 
plied would ſoon make Us ſenſible of 
its vaſt Conſequence, ſhould we ever 
be ſo blind. to the Happineſs of 
our Country as to part with it on 
any Conditions. In this Caſe, let 
any one figure out in his Mind how 
greatly our Trade to Turkey, Italy, 
and other Places muſt ſuffer; for 1 
don't ſee how it could well be carried 
on without ſtrong Convoys, which 
cannot always be ſpared from a 
Fleet, eſpecially ſhould France and 
Spain unite in a War againſt Us. 


T come now to conſider the Va- 
lue of our Mediterranean Trade, the 
Security of which is chiefly owing 
to Gibraltar, from whence, Sir, you 
will further ſee what a Jewel it is in 
the Crown of Great Britain. If I 
am rightly informed, the Ships ſent 
by our Turkey Company every Year 
up the Levant, may be worth about 
a Million of Money; I am pretty well 
Tenn aſſured 
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aſſured, when T 'was in Turkey, the 
Value of thoſe Ships was not much 
wide of that Sum; the Return of 
which may be well argued to be 
much more conſiderable. Of ſuch 
Importance is this Trade to the King- 
dom, that it ought to have all imagi- 
nable Encouragement ; for as it car- 
ries out the Manufactures of our 
Country, it brings home that which 
employs as many Thouſands of our 


People as their Cargoes outwards, 
did. | 


Beſides this Trade to the Levant, it 
has been ſaid, that ſeveral Years ago 
the Cuſtoms of the Trade to Venice, 
Leghorn and Genoa amounted to about 
300,000 per Annum : And as our Ex- 
ports have been more conſiderable 
ſince, and are at this time as high 
as they ever were, tis not unlikely that 
this Trade may be of much preater 
Concern than I mention. Without 
naming our Trade to other Places 
in the Mediterraneay, it muſt be al- 
lowed that all this Treaſure is worth 
ſecuring, which is effectually done by 
our holding Gibraltar. Let none 


ther &- 
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therefore hereafter talk of its being 


a Burthen to the Publick, ſince the 
Expence the Crown is at for it, is 
vaſtly over-ballanced by the many 
Advantages derived from it, For 
my part, I believe ic not. impoſſible 
ro bring this important Place under 
ſuch a Regulation, that the Govern- 
ment in Time ſhall not be put to any 
Charge to keep ir: What occurs to 
me on this Occaſion. towards eaſing 
the Publick, I ſhall conſider in its 
proper Place. 


Nothing is more certain than that 
the Welfare and Proſperity of Gi- 
braltar depends on protecting a Trade 
in it ; and therefore, as ſoon as it 
came into our Hands, the Govern- 
ment conſidered, that the encoura- 
ging Merchants to reſide there would 
be a means to render ir moſt be- 
neficial to the Nation: Accordingly 
every Thing was done which was 


thought proper at that time of Day, 


to invite aur own Traders to ſettle 
there, and thereby encourage the 
Exportation of our own Manufa- 
Qtures. Notwithſtanding . this, 'Gz- 

braltas 
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Zraltar is not without other Diſcou- 
ragements to Trade, beſides whar I 
have before mentioned in relation to 
the Indulgence ſhewn to the Euro- 


oo Jews there, &c. Theſe may 
ranked under three Heads, viz. 


1. The Badneſs of the Coin _ cut- 
rent there, which the Fews have 
counterfeited, arid conſequently in- 
creaſed. 


2. The 'Conſuls of other Nations 
ſettled there, who make Demands 
on Goods conſigned to his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects as well as to Foreign: 
ers, And, ; 


3. The want of a well conſtituted 
Civil Power.. DIES 


The two former have been ſuſh- 


ciently handled in a Pamphlet pub-- 


liſhed about ſix Years ago, by a Gen- 
tleman who ſtiled himſelf a 7urkey 
Merchant, who treating of the Impor- 
rance of Gibraltar, in a Letter to the 
Lords Commiſſioners of Trade and 
Plantariens, choſe ro write under 3 

| 1 . has 
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Character, th 5 Turkey Trade beine 
the moſt con Rr of !any whi 
we" carty up the Mediterranean, and, 
of conſequence, our keeping Gibraltar 
reater Moment to * Levant 
Traders than to others. | 


As to the third Diſcouragement; 
that” Author ſhews the Advantages 
which would acerue to the Garriſon by 
eſtabliſhing a Civil Power there; but as 
He does not at all touch on the Office 
df ſuch a Magiſtrate, and ſeems to 
be at 2 x Lofs on what Foundation to 
build, T hope I ſhalt not be conſtrued 
to dicate to my Superiors, when I 
offer to you, Sir, my Opinion in this 


Caſe, which, i is, | | 

That ſome creditable Peſo, wa 
experienced in our Trade that . 
may haye a Commiſſion "from H 

ajeſty, under fuch à Title or De 
nomiaarion as may be thought mot 
ſültable $f Bis 0 ce, wich Power, 
when the Weigdtineſs of -a Cxufe 
might requite it, to call, to His Af; 


| fiſtance two other able Perſons, by 


whoſe Authority ſhould be judged 


and decided all Diſputes depending 
berween 
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between Merchants, and ſuch other 
Controverſies as relate to Civil Mat- 
ters. The better to ſtrengthen his 
Authority, He ſhould have Power to 
adminiſter an Oath, to ſeize and di- 
ſtrain Goods, and to impriſon in 
Caſes of Contumacy, or ill Behaviour; 
and the 9 in chief of the 
Forces ſhould be ordered to aid and 
aſſiſt chis Officer on all lawful: Occa- 
ſions, and not to iaterfere in any 
Caſe whatſoever, except where the 
Military Matters make it neceſſary, 
and then only join Himſelf,” or any 
other ſufficient Land Officer, to be 
aſſiſtant in the Deciſion of the Con- 
troverſy. : 


It may likewiſe be a part ef 
this Officer's Charge to make uſe- 
ful Obſervations, particularly ſuch as 
tend to the Improvement of Trade, 
and which way the Publick Charge, 
in maintaining the Garriſon, may 
be the ſooneſt, and beſt leſſen d; 
which He ſhould tranſmit home, 
from time to time, to the Secretary 
of State, and Board of Trade. To 
which End He ſhould frame a Book, 
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Sr Regiſter, wherein ſhould be fer 


down, in the moſt compendious 


manner, every Perſon's Name in the 


Garriſon, his Nation, and Employ- 
ment, and how long He has been 
an Inhabitant? From whence will 
naturally ariſe theſe following 
Lights. 2 


1. The true Strength of the Gar- 


riſon will thereby be throughly known. 


2. Some Judgment may be for- 


med of the proper Uſe of ſuch In- 
habitants as are Foreigners in caſe of 


any Emergency. 


3. It will be an infallible Way ta 
come at the Rents and individual 
Sums paid as Fines for Houſes, Ware- 
houſes, Shops, SS. n 


4. It will furniſh ſubſtantial Ma- 
terials for any Project that may be 


fallen on for improving the Perqui- 


ſites, which certainly would go far 
towards defraying the Expence which 
the Government is annyally at for the 


1 


Garriſon. 
] am 
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1 am not inſenſible, when I talk 
of applying the Perquiſites of the 
Government of Gibraltar to the Bene- 
fit of the Publick, that Some will 
exclaim againſt me who are inte- 
reſted therein: For my part I am 
- anwilling to give Offence to any, 
but,) in this Caſe, my Subject will 
not allow me to pleaſe every One. 
As I am only advancing what may 
be for the Publick Good, I think 
none ought to be offended ; nor do 
J believe any wilt but ſuch who 
poſtpone the Welfare of the Com- 
munity to their own private Views. 
That the Perquiſites I am ſpeaking 
of are conſiderable is agreed by al 
impartial Men; and notwithſtanding 
ſome may have endeavoured to de- 
preciate and repreſent them as inſig- 
nificant, yet, on the other Hand, they 
have been ſwelled to a great Bulk 
by Others: But Theſe being ſuch as g 
think every Thing loſt that goes be- . | 
ſide themſelves, I give as little Cre- 
dit to them as to their Oppoſers. 


Perquiſites are tempting Things, 
and turn many from the Paths of Vir- 
| tue 
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tus with as much Eaſe as they 
have diverted me from ithe Civil 
Power which I was treating of: 
»Tis time therefore, to reſume my 
Subject. x ; 


The Regiſter, or General Muſtee- 
Roll, propoſed ro be framed by this 
Magiſtrate, ſhould not be taken from 
any Pattern, or copied from old 
Books and Papers, ſince to build on 
2 corrupt Foundation might be deſtru- 
Rive of the Deſign. | 


I allow, that the Method here pro- 
poſed for this Enquiry may at firſt 
View appear ſomething harſh ; but 
when the true Defign ſhall be con- 
ſidered, wiz. That it is to ſet Mat- 
ters on a new footing, to correct what 
is defective, and to give the Govers- 
ment a new, and more wholeſome Con- 
ſtitution, ſurely it will not appear 
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ſtrange. By this means hidden Trea- 
| 6 ſure may probably be brought to 
if Light, and ſuch Inhabitants as la- 
| bour under any Grievances may be 
| redreſs'd; for when the Fear of their 


— 


being continued is in ſome meaſure 
removed 
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removed, Praia will be tempted, 
either for the ſake of Juſtice or 
Revenge, to lay them open, and 
difcoyer the naked Truth, which is 
not to be expected as long as the 
Apprehenſion of being left to the 
Mercy of ſuch as they have diſ- 
= hangs chreatning over their 
cad. 


| Ler Ho any One believe; that I 
am here charging any particular Per- 
ſon with Injuſtice, and Oppreſſion; 
far is that from me; for I am only 
arguing what Advantages will ac- 
erue to Great Britain in general, 
and Gibraltar in particular, by ere 
ing a- Civil Power there; and ſurely 
F may then ſuppoſe there may be 
ſdme-Grievances to be redreſs d, fince 
I believe every One will agree with 
me, That we hardly have a Go- 
yernment abroad where the Subjects 
of it have not Foundation for Com- 
plaint. of one kind or another. Hu- 
manum eſt errare will certainly ju- 
ſtify me here; and where is the Man 
that expects perfection to ſpring from 
a a 


Many 
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Many are the Uſes which might 
be made- of ſuch an Authority as F 
have been here ſpeaking of, if pla- 
ced in an honeſt and well choſen 
Perſon: And as it appears to be the 
only Expedient to give new Life 
and Vigour to the languiſhing Com- 
merce of Gibraltar, T hope it. will 
be regarded, and in Time to ſpe as 
confiderable a Factory of my own 
Country-Men there as in any Port 
abroad, - Trade, it muſt be allowed, 
cannot flouriſh under a Military 
Power; for it is of ſuch a Nature, 
that it can no more thrive without 
the cheriſhing Warmth of a Civil 
Government than a tender Plant, 
which requires the Influence .of an 
indulgent Sun, can live in Green- 


land. 


The Merchant who does Buſineſs 
at Gibraltar, aſſuredly ſuffers by the 
want of a regular Court of. Juſtice 
there; for being ſometimes. under a 
Neceſlity of truſting Shop-keepers, 
Se. they don't all pay ſo ſtrict a 
regard to Honour and Credit, as 
ons, they 
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they would do was there a Power 
to frighten them into their Duty. As 
for the Commanding Officers there, 
they care not (and certainly they are 
in the right) to interfere and deter- 
mine in Diſputes between Merchants, 
ſince it is not only out of their Pro- 
vince, but their Decifion might be 
cenſured on a Complaint at home. 


Foreigners would certainly trade more 
to Gibraltar, was there a Civil Power 
lodged there that they might apply 
to in caſe of any Difference between 
them and the Inhabitants, After 
this, Sir, if Gibraltar has any con- 
ſiderable Friends, we need not doubt 
ſoon to ſee its Trade encouraged 
and protected beyond what ir has 
hitherto been, and other Matters re- 
gulated there by ſuch a Magiſtrate as 
I have been treating of. 


1 again * it, that T am one of 


Thoſe who think ſome Expedient may 
be fallen on to help the Government 
in the Expence it is at for maintain- 
ing Gibraltar; Nay, that in Time it 
may become ſo conſiderable as not 
to want the leaſt Aſſiſtance for its 
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Support. Every Thing cannot be 
done at once, We muſt proceed gra- 
dually, and firſt fix a Civil Magi- 
ſtracy there, from whoſe frequent 
Notices to the Secretary of State, 
and Board of Trade, ſuch Lights 
may ariſe as will be ſufficient to 
induce the Parliament to conſider 
this Affair. The Turkey Merchant, 
whom I have before mentioned, has 
poinred at ſome Things, which ſeem 
to deſerve more Attention than they 
mer with. His Propoſals are to this 
Purpoſe, v2z. 


1. That the Houſe Rents, and 
Fines upon Entry, which at preſent 
fall into private Purſes, may be ap- 
plied towards leſſening the Expence 
the Crown is at in maintaining Gz- 
braltar. ; 


2. That it will be no Hardſhip, if 
all Ships which go into Gibraltar 
Bay, were obliged to contribute to- 
wards the Crown's Expence alſo, 
by paying ſomething for Anchorage, 
as is Cuſtomary in other Ports. 


3. Thaę 
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3. That an Acknowledgment may 
be demanded for all Goods landed 
at Gibraltar, as hath been done in 
Leghorn, and other Free Ports. 


4 That the King might, by Act 
of Parliament, be empowered to 
grant Leaſes of Houſes and Lands 
at Gibraltar for a certain Term o 
Years, * 


5. That, the better to increaſe the 
Revenue of the Garriſon, ſeveral 
Houſes given away by the Prince of 
Heſſe to the Spaniards, during his Go- 
vernment (and which are larger than 
is neceſſary for barc Habitation 
may be reclaimed. 


6. That a moderate Tax may be 
laid on all fort of Cattle conſumed 
in the Place; and alſo upon Wine, 
and other Liquors imported for the 
Uſe of the Garriſon. 


There will certainly be but few 
who read rheſe Propoſals that will 
not immediately enter into the Rea- 

3 F 2 ſonableneſs - 
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ſonableneſs of them. As to the firſt, 
(ro which may be added the Rents 
of ſeveral Gardens in and about the 
Town, which are too conſiderable to 
be omitted) I am well aſſured, no 
ſmall Sum would ariſe from this Ar- 
ricle, although ir ſhould be pleaded, 
that the Propriety of many Houſes 
in the upper part of the Town has 
been giyen away to ſuch Spaniards as 
were Sufferers, and moſt expoſed to 
the Fury of the Siege : Nay, ler 
them further plead, that ſome F:gliſh 
Merchants have all along enjoyed 
their Houſes Rent- free, yet wou'd it 
appear that no ſmall Sum would ariſe 
from the Rents of Hquſes, Fines on 
Entry, Sc. When I ſay this, I would 
not have it thought that I am let 
into the Myſtcries of the Government 
of Gibraltar, I confeſs I am .not ; 
however, I know enough, as to the 
Point T am ſpeaking to; for T have 
ſeen an annual Computation of the 
| known Perquiſites, which was found- 
ed on the moſt ſtrict Enquiries it 
Was poſſible to make without pub- 
liek Authority: And ſince thoſe are 
ſo conſiderable, it is not ny + 

5 . 
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able to believe, that there are others, 
which are unknown, momentous e- 
nough to be regarded, though nor 
to be diſcovered without much Dif- 
ficulty, except by ſuch an Officer as I 
have been ſpeaking of, 2 


As the 2 Propoſal of Ships pay- 
ing ſomething for Anchorage in G#- 
braltar Bay, it carries nothing of 
Hardſhip in it. Let us remove thoſe 
Gentlemen who ſtile themſelves Con- 
ſuls, as the Turtey Merchant propoſes, 
and let the Duty exacted by them be 
applied to the Uſe of the Crown. I am, 
I muſt confeſs, at a Loſs to gueſs how 
they came firſt to be admitted there, 
ſince, as J apprehend, no ſolid Reaſon 
can be given, why France, Genoa, or 
Holland, ſhould keep ſuch an Officer 
there. So far are they from having 
any Factory, that when I was in the 
Place, I did not ſo much as know one 
eminent Merchant in the Garriſon be- 
longing to any of thoſe. Nations; 
which leads Many to believe they are 
continued there for Purpoſes quite 
different from Trade. In a Place of 
ſuch Importance as Gibraltar, we 

14 * ought 
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ought to keep a vigilant Eye on 
every One, and even ſuſpect thoſe 
moſt who would appear to give no 
Cauſe for Suſpicion. Since I was on 
the Spot, I am told a Spaniſh Conſul 
is fixed there, but to what purpoſe 
T will not pretend to ſay, though 
Some conſider Him as little better 
than a Spy on our Coaſt Trade, and 
believe He is planted there to 
make Remarks on Us more than for 
any other Purpoſe. Whether ir be 
ſo, or not, it is not my Buſineſs to en- 
quire ; Tis certain, that Conſuls there 
are uſeleſs, and may be dangerous in 
ſuch 2 Government as Gibraltar; 
ſurely then all who love their Coun- 
try will give their Voice for their 
Removal, where there does not ap« 
Rear to want a Precedent for our ſo 
doing. But ſhould they continue in 
their Poſt, it is hoped a watchful Eye 
will be kept over them, | 


The 3d Propoſition, of demanding 
an Acknowledgment for all Goods 
landed at Gibraltar, can be no more 
objected againſt than the other two; 
for if the ſame be done in 8 
a 


(47) 
and other Free-Ports, I ſee no Rea: 
fon why we ſhould not do the like 
at Gibraltar ; ſince it is but reaſonable 
Foreigners ſhould pay in our Ports 
what We do not diſpute 'paying in 
theirs. | r 


As to the 42h, That his Majeſty 
ſhould be empower'd by Act of Par- 
liament to grant Leaſes of the Houſes 
and Lands at Gibraltar for a certain 
Term of Years, it will be fo far 
from being prejudicial to the Place, 
that it will much encourage Families 
to go and ſettle there, which would 
not only ſoon reſtore the Town to its 
rimitive Beauty, but make it popu- 
ous, and thereby add to its Trade 
and Security. It wears at preſent a 
diſmal Aſpect, and ſtill ſnews tlie Face 
of War: Thoſe who have Houſes on- 
ly repair them for the Time they may 
continue in them; fo that if Care be 
not taken, they will ſoon fall into a 
Heap of Rubbiſh, and lie like thoſe 
which were batter d down at our ta- 
king the Place, which none have yer 
thought proper to reer from the Chaos 
they are in; which, no doubt, _ 
5 ave 
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ave been done, had a Civil Power 
en eſtabliſhed there ſo carly as it 


were to be wiſſ d. 


| N ä The 5th Propoſition is ſupported 


with equal Reaſon to the reſt ; for it 
is not to be ſuppoſed, that when the 
Prince of Heſſe gave ſeveral Houſes 
to rhe Spaniards, He gave them to them 
and their Heirs for ever: Twas ſuffici- 
ent to thoſe to whom they were given 
if they enjoyed them for their Lives. 
As therefore it is now ſo long ſince 
the Prince of Heſſe was ſo liberal in 
his Favours, and many of Thoſe on 


whom they were beſtowed may be 


dead, ſurely it is not unreaſonable they 


ſhould now revert to the Government; | 


ſince I don't find that they were given 
to them for any other Reaſon but be- 


cauſe they loſt their own in the Fury 


of the Siege, Hiſtory furniſhes Us 
with many Inſtances where the Be- 
ſieged have been cut to Pieces inſtead 
of having Houſes given them, as in 
this Caſe: For my part, I much que- 
ſtion whether the Spaniards would 
have treated us with ſo much Indul- 


Do 
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gence, had it been in their Power. 
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Do not think, Sir, that I am here 
pleading againſt the kind Uſage the 
Spaniards then met with: No, I am 
fat from that; for it is a Pleaſure to 
me to find my Country-Men of ſo 
en a Diſpoſition, that after they 
ave vanquiſhed an Enemy, they treat 
Them in the moſt friendly manner. 
Nor would J have you believe that I 
am averſe to the rewarding of Merit; 
however it does not appear to me 
that the Spaniards at that time of 
Day deſerved more of the Crown 
of England than the Subjects of it; 
and why they ſhould therefore be 
tempted. to remain in Gibraltar by 
ſuch Gifts I can't conceive ; for they 
will {till be 'Spanzards do all We can, 
and, were it in their Power, would 
ſtick at nothing to turn Us out to 
make room for their own Country- 
Men. God forbid they ſhould not 
be rewarded, if they can plead 
any Services done for Us; But I 
never yet heard but of One Spa- 
niard who fignalized Himſelf on our 
Side, and that was Mr. Foſeph Cor- 
rous, Whoſe Actions have juſtly me- 


rited a handſome Reward; for 1 
G " . "have 
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have ſeen ample Certificates of them 
from the Prince of Heſſe, Governor 
Shrimpton, and Governor Elliot, not- 
withſtanding which the poor Man was 
in a manner ſtarving when I was at 
Gibraltar. So far has Merit been from 
meeting Encouragement there: But I 
find all Places alike on this Ac- 
count; for if a Man has nothing elſe 
to plead but Merit, He is in a fair 
Way to ſtarve. | 


As to the 6th and laſt Propoſal 
of laying a moderate Tax upon Cat- 
tle, Cc. conſumed in Gibraltar, it 
would carry no Grievance with it; 
for, if Fame may be credited, ſuch 
Things have been done in ſome 
Governments abroad, where the Pub- 
lick has been ſo far from reaping 
any Advantage thereby, that thoſe 
Profits have alſo fallen into private 
Purſes. Whether this Report be true 
or no, is not my Purpoſe at preſent 
to enquire : All I have to argue is, 
That the Inhabitants of Gibraltar 
would feel no great Burthen in 
ſuch a Tax, even though it ſhould 
be Four Dollars for every Ox, and 

One 


EY - 


One Dollar. for every Sheep, or Hog 


* 


conſumed in the Garriſon. 


I have already ſpoke of the 
European Fews, as a Miſchief to 
our own Traders in Gibraltar ; 
and the Reaſonableneſs of laying 
a yearly Tax upon them, in or- 
der to make them quir the Place. 
This would not be ſo inconſide- 
rable but that it would pretty 
much increaſe the other Sums 
propoſed to leflen the Publick 
Charge. ä 


Though I have often heard 
the Importance of Gibraltar diſ- 
pured againſt in private, 1 never 
yet could ſee any of the Cobweb 
Arguments on that Side, of the 
Queſtion in print. Thoſe who 
advance them ſeem to know their 
own Weakneſs, and to be aſhamed 
of publiſhing what they cannot 
but perceive would be eaſily re- 
futed, more eſpecially ſince if they 
know any thing of this Garriſon, 
they muſt allow that it appears 
jmpoſſible ir ſhould be taken from 

G 2 Us 
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Us whilſt our Fleet remains in 
the good Condition it is in at 
preſent. 'Tis plain, that a ſmall 
Number of Troops defended it 
ſeveral Months againſt the uni- 
ted Force of France and Spain : 
And as many Improvements have 
been made there ſince, ſurely it 
may be done now. Bur fay it 
could not; Whilſt We ovyerpower 
our Neighbours at Sea (which 
to all Appearance We ſhall ever 
do) We can at any time throw into 


ir the requiſite Aid, in caſe of a 
Siege. 


After all this, who is there chat 
is not for the Preſervation of 
Gibraltar? Surely none but Thoſe 
who would have their Country 
fight and conquer, and ſpend its 
Blood and Treaſure to gain 


Towns to court our conquered 


Enemies with, and thereby ena- 


ble them to give Us ſuch. a 
Blow as perhaps might put it 
out of our Power for ever to 
make them ſuch another Com- 
pliment, 


(53) 


to it. 


Let us not forget out brave 
Country-Men who fell at the 
taking of Gibraltar, bur rather, 
hold it as a laſting Monument 
to their Memory : Nor let us be 
ſo forgetful to our ſelyes as to 
think that Spain will not try 
eyery Art to regain whar will 
infallibly make her too conſide- 
rable for Us. The Spaziards are 
a People cloſe in their Deſigas, 
and infinite in their Ambition; 
We ought therefore to be on our 
Guard againſt them, and ever re- 
member, That England ' 7s never 
Secure but when armed and pom- 
erful. Take Gibraltar from Us, 
and our Power muſt of courſe + 
leſſen ; therefore whoever votes 
it to Spain can be no Friend to 
his Country. If We ever loſe 
it, (which ſeems - impoſſible by | 
fair Play) or part with it on any ö 
Account, I ſhall date our Ruin 
from that Day, for Credit will 
moſt certainly fall upon it, and 
We, 


(541 
We, who are now courted by all 
the neighbouring Powers, ſhall 
ceaſe to have that Reſpe& paid 
Us, which, in the Condition We 
ar preſent are, We are qualified to 
command from them. 


T have now, Sir, touched on 
the various Uſes of Gibraltar to 
Us, in reſpect to Barbary, Spain, 
France, Trade, Ec. I have alſo 
pointed out the Advantages which 
may ariſe from the fixing a Ci- 
vil Power there, and remark'd on 
ſuch Propoſals as appear ro me 
to have a Tendency towards leſ- 
ſening the Publick Charge. But 
why do I recapitulate > You ſee 
what I have done, and though you 
may like it, I am not fo vain as 
to believe that there will not be 
Others, who may think I have 
treated the Subject unskilfully: 
Be this as it will, T have done it 
without Biaſs of Mind, and ſhall 
have Satisfaction enough ro find' 
any Hints may be 1 from 
hence for the Service of my 


Country. | 
Let 


J (55) 


Let not any One ſuppoſe I 
harbour the leaſt Thought, that 
there is any ſuch Thing now 
deſign d as the giving up Gibral- 
tar. This is what I cannot think 
on, without I was at the ſame 
time to believe the Miniſtry 
wilfully blind to every thing 
which has a Tendency to pro- 
mote the Welfare of their Coun- 
try. The happy Condition We 
are in at preſent is, no doubt, 
owing to the prudent Conduct 
and skilful Management of Thoſe 
at the Helm; and ſufficiently 
ſnews, that they will continue 
to do all in their Power to keep 
up the Regard which is at pre- 
ſent paid to Great Britain by all 
the States around Us. So far 
am I then from believing any 
One would make the leaſt Mo- 
tion to part with this Jewel, 
(which I was about to call the 
brighteſt in the Britiſh Diadem) 
thar I perſuade my ſelf 41 
will hold up their Hands for 
annexing it to the Crown ; 5 

| the 
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ſhewed his Opinio 
Fears he erprels d about it, when 


8) 


the rather, ſince the People in 


general have ſuch a Seriſe of 


its Importance, that there was 


not an honeſt Eu 456 1 — but 
it by the 


parting with it was tlie Topick of 
all Companies. 


The Following Letter Kom 
Madrid, gives me fingulat Plea- 
ſure: It appears thereby, that 
the Spaniards . are not ſo ſan- 
guine in their Expectations of 


Gibraltar and Port Mahon as they 


have heretofore been. The Letter 
runs thus, Viz. 


Madrid, Ofober 9. © The Tri- 

ce ple Alliance concluded at Hun- 
* over between the Kings of 
« France, Great-Britain, and Praf- 
« ſia, makes a great Noiſe at 
* our Court, atid has, in ſome 
% Meaſure, baulked certain Pro- 
« jets which were upon the 
% Anvil. A Copy of this Treaty 
* was read and examined ſome 


* Days ago in a Privy Coun- 
r 


(Oy 
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& cil, which the King called for 
« that very purpoſe at ST. 7/He- 
« fouſo : The Reſults of that 
* Council are not yet perfectly 
* known, but they were ſent this 
Morning by an Expreſs to our 
«© Ambaſſador at Yiema. Mean 
1 while the Reſtitution of G. 
« Braltar and Port Mahon ſeems 
% now more remote than ever, 
« ſince the three aboveſaid Po w- 
< ers are —_— into a mutual 
% Guaranty of the Point ti poſ- 
© fidetis : Beſides that, the ; 4 
0 perial Court ſcruples to med- 
& dle any more with this Affair, 
e and to interpoſe its good Offices 
herein with the King of Great 
« Britain. 


The Point «fs poſſidetis, mentioned 
in this Letter, is ſufficiently ex- 
plained by the ſecond Article 
in the Triple Alliance above 
mentioned, an Abſtract of which 
Treaty has been lately pub- 
liſhed. The Article runs thus 
V12, 
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The contracting Princes pro- 
* miſe and engage their mutual 
Guaranty, for all the reſpec- 
« tive Dominions and Countries, 
a well in Europe as the other 
* Parts of the World, not only 
to preſerve the Advantages , 
© Privileges, and the Trade they 
* are at this Time poſſeſſed of, 
“ but alſo Thoſe which they may 
* enjoy hereafter, binding them- 
e ſelves to uſe their good Offices 
* to ſce Juſtice done, in caſe of 
need, to the injured Patty. © 


Here we ſee enough to leſſen 
the Hopes of the Spaniards, as 
ro the View rhey might have of 
getting Gibraltar from Us ; for 
here the Kings of Frauce and 
Pruſſia are Guaranties for it, to 
preſerve its Advantages, Privi- 
leges, and Trade to Us. By this 


we may be fully convinced of 


the Patriotiſm of Thoſe at the 
Helm, in the Care they have ta- 
ken to preſerve this important 


Acquiſition. Since then the Hopes 
of 


— 
—— ͤ— 
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of Spain are in ſo drooping a 
Poſture, I cannot but pleaſe my 
ſelf with the Thought of ſeeing 
them ſoon intirely deſtroyed, 25 


anne xing Gibraltar to the Crown of 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


oy 


J am, Sir, 


Tour moſt humble Servant, 


- PHILALETHES, 


4 * 2 Sly 15 
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